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Designer Stitches Good Fortune into Every Gown

By Jennifer Erickson | LB Indy

il ~ Designer Oday Shakar Laguna draws giving people into its orbit, often
pulled by a powerful sense of community fueled by people of a similar bent.

Rising fashion designer Oday Shakar, who moved here just three years ago, felt Laguna’s gravitational tug. -
After working for other designers in the fashion industry, Shakar, 28, opened his own design studio just 16
months ago, but is already donating his time and talent for a second year to the Beckstrand Cancer
Foundation’s annual fundraising extravaganza, which raises over $1 million to aid cancer patients with their
daily survival needs. And, like last year, his custom-made gowns will be the prize draw of the live auction at
the sold-out Diamond and Pearl Ball, slated for Oct. 16 at Newport Beach’s Balboa Bay Club & Resort.

A southern California native of Iragi descent, Shakar’s artistic talents showed up early in his sketches of
women and horses. Ironically, his first foray into fashion resulted from a holiday visit to Iraq that turned into
a prolonged detainment due to political circumstances. Cut off from his friends and family in the U.S., he
was taken into the custody of an Iraqi aunt, who recognized his talents and mentored him in draping, pattern
making and sewing. When he returned to California, he enrolled at the Fashion Institute of Design and
Merchandising knowing he had found his calling. “I love what I do. It’s a blessing for me,” said Shakar.

Shakar relocated from Los Angeles to be closer to his mother. His partner, Hans Ewer, had lived in Laguna
previously, and Shakar had often visited while growing up. When they began looking for a place, they found
Irvine “too suburban,” but felt immediately comfortable with Laguna’s vibe.

“It’s wonderful to have a community, that feeling of a small little city,” reflected Shakar, adding that when
he drives home through the canyon from his design studio in Costa Mesa, he feels he’s entering “a little
bubble of escape.”







